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rather than birth control to women who have borne a certain
number of children or who have to struggle  against heavy
domestic or economic handicaps.    This is, however, probably
more than the public will stand, and it may also be doubtful
whether it would be wise to apply permanent solutions for
individual problems which may be of a temporary nature only,
(<f) There should be no castration, neither of sexual offenders,
nor oif other categories, neither on a compulsory nor even on a
voluntary basis, unless on strictly medical grounds.    Moreover,
sterilization should be on a voluntary basis only.    It should have
no penal character whatsoever ;   therefore, it should not be
applied to lawbreakers as such and should, in particular, not be
made a condition of their discharge from a penal institution,
great as the temptation may sometimes be to do so.    Nor should
it be restricted to inmates of institutions.    In principle, hardly
any controversy exists in this country on these points.    The
interpretation  of the  term   " voluntary",   however,   presents
certain difficulties.    Can it be honestly applied to mental defec-
tives who are probably the most important group of candidates
for sterilization ?   As shown above, most of the foreign Steriliza-
tion Acts provide that their consent can be dispensed with in one
way or another.   The same method has been adopted in the
Draft Bill of the Eugenics Society, not, however, in the Brock
Report/ and the uncompromising attitude of the latter seems to
deserve preference at least for the beginning.    It avoids the
repugnant use of force for the performance of the operation.
(It is surprising, and perhaps significant, that so little information
has -so far come from abroad about practical experiences in this
respect).   The fear of compulsion easily deters patients from using
the facilities of the medical and social services;  it undermines
their confidence in the doctor, and it closes avenues badly needed
for the collection of scientific case histories-   Even tKe exclusion
of force, however, does not in itself altogether dispose of the
criticism of the " voluntary " system made by writers otherwise
so different as Haldane and Bonnar:   ** A dubious piece of
terminology ", as mental defectives can so easily be influenced*1
Nevertheless, their arguments are basically unsound^ and the
Brock Report, so sarcastically treated by Bonnar, is right, though
its formulation might have been somewhat different.   The crux
of the matter is how far it is possible to trust the expert and to
i^.PP- 43, 47, 58 >).
* Haldane, p. 94 j similarly Bonnar, p, 114*